Merit) the Mountain of the Gods
The eastern part of the palace, which contained the audience-chamber, was called the "Palace of the Earth" because, like Meru, it was at the centre of the world. It was topped by a seven-stage wooden tower. The "Lions' Throne", under its protecting tower, was held to be the mystical centre of the city and the empire. The Burmese name "Centre of the World" for their throne, and the Chinese "Empire of the Centre" for the Chinese Empire sound presumptuous to European ears, but they are obviously both a part of Far Eastern cosmology.
In Burma, court and government officials were rigidly divided into classes according to this same cosmology. The basis was the number four—the number of the cardinal points. There were four first-class ministers, four second-class ministers, four privy counsellors, four chief tax-collectors who raised taxes in the four parts of the kingdom, four royal aides-de-camp, four royal messengers, four royal scribes, four heralds, and so on. This corresponded also to the four mythological lokapala, the guardians of the world. Each one was responsible for one side of the mountain Meru, and for one side of the heaven of the thirty-three gods at its summit. They were also the guardians of the temples in the Mahayana religion, and were represented under different forms in Indo-China, Tibet, China and Japan. Their four terrifying faces are to be found at the entrance to most Buddhist temples in the Far East. In Burma the four gates of the palace were guarded by four platoons of troops each under a captain who represented one of the lokapala and whose flag was coloured to represent the orientation of the gateway: white for the east, green for the south, red for the west and yellow for the north.1
The queens were divided into strict classes on the same system. Officially there were eight: four principal and four secondary. They were named after the quarter of the palace they occupied: the queen of the central palace, the queen of the western palace, and so on. The division into eight corresponded to the eight directions of the winds.
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